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13 October 1917:
Phillip Schubert
34th Battalion AIF

Anton Schubert mJQ Karoline Walk arrived in Australia in early
March 1853. They had been married in October 1843 in Kafertal,
Germany. Both came from farming families, but in rural Kafertal
they had suffered a string of bad luck. The economic crisis of
the 1840s had hit their family very hard and four of their children

died when they were scarcely a year old. The Schuberts decided .

to take their three remaining children and risk the passage to
Australia in order to start a new life. Two of zgmB. died during the
voyage and when they finally got to New South Wales only their
oldest child was still with them. Anton and Karoline went on to
have four more children while in Australia. The oldest, Joseph, was
born in Singleton in January 1855 and married Elizabeth Benton,
the daughter of English emigrants in February 1884. They had
thirteen children and their sixth child was Phillip Stanley Schubert,
born in Singléton on 31 December 1892. As a boy, Phillip regularly
helped on his parents’ farm and vineyard. His father Joseph spoke
English fluently, but could not disguise his German origins.

To war

Phillip eventually left the farm and found a job as a clerk with a
railway company. The railways, like the coal mining industry, were
new economic activities in the region and provided work for a
large number of young men. Phillip moved to Scone, but did not
forget his parents, brothers and sisters and took advantage of
his working for the railway to send them regular parcels contain-
ing food and other items. Inspired by the enthusiasm of the vol-
unteers in the recruiting campaign The March of the Wallabies,
which also passed through Scone and Singleton, Schubert left
J_w job with the railways on 7 January 1916 and reported to the
recruiting office in West Maitland. His decision to join up was not
taken overnight and he would almost certainly have consulted his
family before doing so. He was, after all, of German origin and it
was by no means impossible that there might be other members
of the family fighting on the enemy side.

Soon afterwards, the 23-year-old Schubert was posted to D com-
pany of the 34th Battalion and was promoted to Sergeant, prob-
ably because of his previous military experience serving with the
local militia. He underwent basic training at Albion Showground
in West-Maitland and in early March 1916 the battalion moved to
a new training camp in Rutherford. On 1 May 1916 the 34th Bat-
talion boarded a train for Sydney, where they embarked on the

. Hororata the following day. After a brief stopover in Port Said on

the Suez Canal, the men sailéd for England aboard the Aragon.
The battalion disembarked in Plymouth on 23 June and marched
to Salisbury for further training. On arrival, Schubert immediately

Sergeant Phillip Schubert (Schubert)
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